
Dear Governor Little, 
  
You pride yourself in doing things “The Idaho Way”. 
  
Idaho Bars and Nightclubs and the Idahoans who work in them need your help! Bars have been pushed 
to the LAST phase for reopening under the current Idaho Rebounds Four-Phase plan, limiting their 
opening until MID-JUNE, in the BEST CASE SCENARIO! Safety has always been a priority for bars AND 
restaurants, both of which follow the same health codes. It is safe for restaurants to open in Phase 2, 
AND it is safe for bars under the same rules and practices. It’s time to get our Idaho jobs back, before 
they’re gone for good. 
  
According to President Trump’s Guidelines for Opening Up America Again issued by the CDC, in Phase 
2, “BARS may operate with diminished standing-room occupancy, where applicable and appropriate”, so 
it follows that Idaho should be able to implement the same guidelines here in our state. 
  
ALL businesses are having to modify their practices to be safe for the public. Bars are very capable of 
doing the same. It appears the opening of bars in Idaho is being delayed due to a misconception by 
decision-makers that social distancing and other safety needs cannot be met in bars. 
  
Additionally, bars and nightclubs add a tremendous amount in tax revenue to the State’s coffers, and 
comprise the largest majority of collective sales at Idaho State Liquor stores. 
  
Bars need representation on the panel currently making decisions about Idaho’s re-opening. This 
would allow the responsible opening of bars in Phase 2, saving many small businesses and jobs. Bars 
CAN safely open in Phase 2 along with restaurants, which could mean the difference between losing 
many of our local bars and allowing them to re-open in time to save their businesses by using the steps 
listed below: 
  

       Bars can submit a proposal regarding the ways in which they will safely open, and be approved for 
Phase 2, just as restaurants will be doing. 
  

       Bars can socially distance seats at the bar, and socially distance tables. 
  

       Bars can limit occupancy and the number of guests at each table. 
  

       Bars can discontinue dancing, standing room occupancy, and events where people are in 
close proximity until all restrictions are lifted. 
  

       Bars have bouncers already trained in crowd control practices and can employ these bouncers to 
monitor social distancing. 
  

       Bars can easily use disposable cups for serving drinks, eliminate table tents, and minimize 
touch points. 
  

       Many smaller bars and lounges can easily limit seating and crowd capacity, and should certainly be 
allowed to open in Phase 2. 
  

       Safety is actually more easily accomplished in a bar than in a restaurant because bars serve fewer 
items and require less server table visits. 
  
By taking the aforementioned steps, there is no reason that bars shouldn’t be allowed to open in Phase 2 
if they are following the same safety guidelines as restaurants. 
  
As a whole, bar owners have and will continue to demonstrate their commitment to public health. Most 
have followed all regulations put in place for the duration of this shut down. Governor, you yourself even 
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stated that those not doing so are outliers. Therefore, bars should be trusted to continue to follow the 
rules and regulations set forth as they have been diligently doing for these weeks of shut down. 
  
We respectfully insist that bars be allowed to open with restaurants in Phase 2 for the good of our small 
businesses, for the good of the jobs that bars create, and for the good of Idaho; “The Idaho Way”. Bars 
urgently need to be allowed to start earning revenue of any sort. Our local bars shut down to do their part 
in keeping Idaho safe and helped flatten the curve. Will Idaho now take the steps to save them? MOST 
local bars cannot wait 8 more weeks. 
  
With Respect, 

 

Add your establishment’s name and owner and/or manager contact info here as well as ILBA member!   
 
Send your message off separately to the Idaho State Rebounds Advisory Committee as well as directly to 
the Governor’s office: https://rebound.idaho.gov/contact-us/ and Governor Little governor@gov.idaho.gov 
 
It might also be beneficial to send your personal messages to Lt Governor Janice 
McGeachin at https://lgo.idaho.gov/contact-us/ 
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